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PIONEER  E AT  NORTH  BEND 


AN  ADDRESS 

BY 

HON.  J.  SCOTT  HARRISON. 


Mr.  President — 

Ladies  and  Gpitle7ne7i : 

Brave  and  good  acts  seldoni  fail  to  excite  our  interest,  and 
call  forth  our  admiration ; and  aiu'  effort,  however  feeble,  to 
preserve  a record  of  such  acts,  and  the  histoiy  of  the  men  who 
performed  them,  is  not  only  praiseworthy  in  itself,  but  is  an 
absolute  duty  imposed  on  posterity.  Hence,  in  all  ages  of  the 
world,  posthumous  honors  have  been  awarded  the  good,  tlie 
brave,  and  the  true.  Xor  is  the  observance  of  this  duty  confined 
to  civilized  life.  The  wild  and  untutored  Indian  cherishes  with 
reverence  the  memory  of  his  forefathers;  and  chants  at  his 
camp-fire  their  deeds  of  savage  daring,  always  dwelling  with 
peculiar  satisfaction  on  the  number  of  bloody  trophies  that 
dangled  at  tlieir  girdles — liis  false  and  savage  philosophy  teach- 
ing him  to  believe  that  each  of  these  barbarous  relics  had  formed 
a jewel  in  the  crown  of  the  departed,  in  the  “ Happy  Hunting 
Ground.” 

And  shall  not  we,  educated  and  enlightened,  cherish  witli 
yet  deeper  reverence  the  memory  of  our  fiithers,  distinguislied 
not  for  deeds  of  violence  and  blood,  but  for  patriotism  ami 
humanity  ? 

It  is  right  and  proper,  perhaiis,  tliat  the  grave  should  cover 
the  faults  and  foible's  of  our  fellow  men,  and  the  Latin  adage. 
“Of  the  dead,  say  nothing  unless  good,”  is  a sentiment  worlliv 
of  all  acceptation.  But  the  grave  ought  not  to  cover  the 
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virtues  and  services  of  the  good  and  great.  These  should  be 
cherished  and  remembered,  not  only  in  honor  of  the  dead,  but 
that  the  living  may  have  the  advantage  of  their  example.  Sir 
Walter  Scott  beautifully  illustrates  this  duty  of  keeping  in 
remembrance  the  deeds  of  good  and  brave  men,  in  one  of  his 
excellent  historical  tales,  entitled  “ Old  Mortality.”  The  char- 
acter introduced  is  an  old,  zealous  and,  perhaps,  half-crazed 
Cameronian,  who  traveled  over  Scotland  seeking  the  graves  of 
those  who  fell  in  the  old  Cameronian  war;  and,  on  finding 
these  lost  resting-places  of  his  slaughtered  countrymen,  is 
represented  as  scraping  the  moss-grown  tombstones,  and 
retracing  with  care  and  diligence  the  weather-beaten  inscrip- 
tions, Avhich  hands  of  love  and  affection  had  placed  there — 
commemorative  of  the  bravery  and  devotion  with  which  these 
fallen  heroes  had  adhered  to  the  cause  of  their  countiy,  and 
the  religion  of  their  fiithers.  Let  us,  in  the  same  spirit  of 
reverence  and  affection,  clear  away  the  mold  of  forgetfulness, 
that  has  gathered  around  the  graves  and  the  memories  of  our 
pioneer  fathers;  and  inscribe  anew,  not  on  stone  or  marble,  but 
on  the  tablets  of  our  hearts,  their  virtues  and  services. 

It  is  for  the  performance  of  this  duty  of  love  and  obligation 
we  have  met  to-day.  We  come  to  throw  a green  leaf  on  the 
almost  forgotten  graves  of  that  gallant  band  of  men,  who,  more 
than  three-quarters  of  a century  ago,  left  the  comforts  and 
enjoyments  of  their  trans-mountain  homes,  to  open  a way  to 
these  rich  valleys  and  fertile  plains.  And  that,  too,  with  a 
perfect  knowledge  and  conviction,  how  deeply  that  pathway 
would  :lrink  of  their  blood,  before  their  noble  enterprise  could 
be  accom2)lished.  But  these  brave  and  hardy  adventurers  were 
not  men  who  feared  to  face  a foe,  or  encounter  danger  and 
privation.  They  had  counted  the  cost,  and  were  fully  prepared 
to  meet  any  draft  that  might  be  made  on  mind  or  muscle. 
How  much  of  danger  or  sufiering  this  daring  enterprise  was. 
likely  to  demand,  was  a question  not  asked  by  these  determined 
men;  and  had  the  inquiry  been  made  of  theni^  the  reply  would 
have  been;  “Talk  to  us  not  of  danger  and  privation  when  duty 
is  to  be  performed.” 

But,  alas!  as  the  tempest  sweeps  over  the  forest,  bearing  on 
its  black  wings  the  sturdiest  growth,  so  time  has  swept  over 
this  gallant  race  of  men,  leaving  but  here  and  there  an  occa- 
sional exception,  as  if  to  remind  us  that  such  a race  of  men 
once  really  existed ; and  afford  us  opportunity  to  express  to- 
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ADDRESS  BY  HON.  J.  SCOTT  HARRISON. 


these  time-honored  relics  of  the  past  our  gratitude  and  thanks 
for  that  spirit  of  patriotic  enterprise  which  prompted  them  to 
encounter  dangers  and  trials,  privation  and  suffering,  that  they 
might  open  to  civilization  these  rich  plains,  and  cause  these 
beautiful  valleys  to  “ bloom  and  blossom  as  the  rose.” 

The  settlers  of  this  whole  Western  country  were  men  of 
peculiar  characteristics.  Brave,  generous,  and  single-minded, 
they  knew  nothing  of  that  debasing  passion  of  avarice  so  com- 
mon in  our  day — a passion  that  “grows  with  our  growth,  and 
strengthens  with  our  strength,”  sapping  and  drying  up  all  the 
nobler  impulses  of  the  heart.  Our  pioneer  fathers  were 
strangers  to  such  a passion.  Open-handed  and  light-hearted, 
their  hospitality  was  always  free  as  the  wind  that  whistled 
through  their  rude  abodes.  But  with  all  their  privations  and 
discomforts,  the  early  settlers  were  a happy  and  contented 
people.  The  forest  afforded  them  the  meat  of  the  bear  and  the 
deer,  and  the  streams  the  finest  fish  ; while  the  limited  corn-patch 
gave  them  the  roasting  ear;  and,  as  the  season  advanced, 
afforded  them,  with  the  aid  of  the  hand-mill  and  hominy- 
block,  a modicum  of  the  staff'  of  life. 

It  is  true  that  the  procurement  of  the  bear  meat  and  venison 
was  not  always  unattended  by  danger.  The  wily  savage 
ofttimes  waylaid  the  path  of  the  hunter,  and  hurled  from  his 
ambush  the  “ leaden  messenger  of  death.”  But  woe  to  that  foe 
should  he  fail  of  his  mark.  The  quick  and  practiced  eye  of  the 
hunter  soon  discovered  the  spot  from  whence  he  was  assailed,  and 
the  sharp  crack  of  the  unerring  backwoods’  rifle,  together  Avith 
the  dying  yell  of  its  victim,  plainly  proclaimed  that  another 
obstacle  to  the  nnu*ch  of  civilization  had  been  removed. 

And  here  let  me  remark,  that  I have  never  been  an  advocate 
of  wrong  or  injustice  to  the  Indian,  and  regret  to  believe  that 
he  has  oftentimes  suffered  both  at  the  hands  of  the  white  man. 
But  the  march  of  improvement  and  civilization  can  not,  must 
not,  be  impeded;  and  our  fathers  were  the  pioneers  of  that 
civilization.  They  were  the  “ sappers  and  miners  ” of  the  march, 
opening  and  clearing  up  a way  on  which  the  tramp  of  emigra- 
tion toward  the  setting  sun  will,  for  ages,  be  heard.  The  poor 
Indian  was  in  the  way  of  the  march  of  light  and  civilization, 
and  was  compelled  to  yield  to  his  fate.  And  so  it  will  ever 
be.  Bai'barism  must  yield  to  civilization  ; ignorance  to  intelli- 
gence; vice  to  virtue;  and  superstition  to  religion. 

But  Avith  this  broad  admission  of  the  necessity  of  converting 
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these  rich  lands  into  something  more  useful  than  they  were  in 
their  primeval  state,  with  a firm  conviction  that,  the  great 
Creator  of  the  universe  never  intended  tliat  these  lands,  so 
beautiful  and  so  bountiful,  should  remain  forever  the  abode  of 
savage  wild  beasts,  and  wild  and  savage  men,  I am  yet  slow  to 
believe  that  all  this  might  not  have  been  accomplished  without 
affording  cause  for  the  mournful  wail  of  Logan,  or  a pretext 
for  the  bitter  denunciations  and  revengeful  acts  of  the  more 
brutal  warriors  of  his  race. 

All  treaties  with  the  Indians  should  be  founded  in  justice, 
and  the  terms  of  contract  promptly  and  strictly  carried  out. 
Ignorant,  and  suspicious  of  wrong,  nothing  but  the  clearest  ev- 
idence of  a high  integrity,  in  all  our  dealings  with  the  red  man, 
will  ever  satisfy  him  that  the  white  race  are  not  intruders  and 
robbers;  and  should  he  even  admit  the  exactness  with  Avhich 
you  have  discharged  the  conditions  of  your  contract,  he  will  be 
slow  to  forget  that  a compliance  with  your  terms  was  not  with 
him  a matter  of  choice,  but  of  the  sternest  necessity;  and  he 
will  be  very  apt  to  tell  you  that  he  turned  his  back  on  the 
graves  of  his  fathers — not  because  he  desired  to  do  so — not  be- 
cause he  wished  to  seek  new  hunting-grounds — but  because  the 
“ Great  Spirit  ” so  willed  it. 

This  digression  has  been  made  for  the  purpose  of  accounting, 
in  some  measure,  for  that  spirit  of  cruelty  and  revenge  too  often 
manifested  by  the  Indian  toward  our  pioneer  fathers.  And  yet, 
these  sons  of  the  wilderness  seem  at  times  to  have  been  not  alto- 
gether unsusceptible  of  kindness. 

It  is  related  by  a compiler  of  events  connected  with  the  early 
settlements  of  the  Valley  of  the  Miamis,  that  a considerable  body 
of  Indians  appeared  before  the  block-house  of  Major  Benjamin 
Stites,  at  Columbia,  in  this  county,  shortly  after  its  erection,  and 
that  the  inhabitants  of  the  stockade  expected  (and  prepared  to 
resist)  a murderous  assault.  Major  Stites  and  his  little  garrison, 
however,  were  agreeably  surprised  to  see  the  chief  of  the  band  of 
Indians  advance  with  rifle  trailed  and  his  right  hand  extended, 
in  token  of  peace  and  friendship.  The  proflered  reconciliation 
on  the  part  of  the  savages  was  accepted  by  the  whites,  and  the 
Indians  admitted  into  the  fort,  where  they  remained  for  some 
days,  on  terms  of  strict  friendship  with  the  garrison,  and  were 
allowed  to  depart  in  peace  and  safety.  The  explanation  of  this 
friendly  conduct  on  the  part  of  the  Indians  is  given  by  the  same 
writer,  who  says:  “ This  band  of  Indians  had  been  saved,  a few 
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weeks  before,  from  rd  attack  of  a party  of  Kentucky  hunters, 
by  Judge  John  Cloves  Syinmes.”  It  is  not  necessary  to  say  to 
the  old  men  of  this  assembly,  that  Judge  Symmes  was  a man  of 
large  philanthropy,  and  believed  in  the  William  Penn  policy 
of  treating  the  Indians  with  kindness  and  forbearance. 

The  character  and  habits  of  the  early  settlers  of  the  Miami 
Yallej"  did  not  differ  materially  from  those  of  the  early  settlers 
(or,  as  they  were  more  familiarly  staffed,  the  Hunters)  of  Ken- 
tucky; and  although  emigrating  from  entirely  different  sections 
of  the  Union,  the  same  boldness  in  danger,  and  endurance  under 
privation  and  fatigue,  characterized  both.  The  settlement  of 
Kentucky  was  attended  with  greater  exposure  to  Indian  hostil- 
ities, and  the  sufferings  of  the  settlers  were  far  greater  than 
those  of  the  north  bank  of  the  Ohio.  At  the  time  of  the  settle- 
ment of  Kentucky,  Ohio  was  almost  an  unbroken  wilderness, 
and  the  abode  of  many  warlike  tribes  of  Indians,  who  very 
frequently  sent  war  parties  into  Kentucky  to  assail  the  block- 
houses of  the  settlers  and  drive  off'  their  stock.  These  assaults 
were  not  always  tamely  submitted  to  by  the  Kentuckians;  they 
in  turn  made  frequent  campaigns  into  the  Indian  country,  and 
the  flames  of  many  an  Indian  village  lighted  their  retreat  to 
the  banks  of  the  Ohio.  ^ 

But  I am  expected  to  speak  of  the  settlement  of  the  Miami 
Valley,  and,  perhaps,  more  particularly  of  the  settlement  of  the 
western  townships  of  Hamilton  county.  I find  this  latter  re- 
quirement a somewhat  difficult  task,  the  history  of  the  settle- 
ment of  the  western  townships  being  so  intimately  connected  with 
the  settlement  of  the  eastern  portion  of  the  county,  that  it 
would  be  difficult.. to  discriminate.  I could  not  speak  of  the 
settlement  of  Judge  Symmes  at  Korth  Bend,  without  finding  it 
in  some  way  connected  with  the  settlement  of  his  worthy  com- 
peer, Major  Benjamin  Stites,  at  Columbia,  or  that  of  the  more 
prosperous  colony  at  Cincinnati,  under  Denman,  Patterson,  and 
Ludlow.  I could  not  refer  to  scenes  of  danger  and  privation  on 
the  Big  Miami,  without  finding,  perhaps,  thatsome  of  the  heroes 
of  the  tale  belonged  to  the  upper  and  middle,  as  well  as  the 
lower  colony. 

The  settlers  of  the  valleys  of  the  liittle  and  Big  Miamis  were 
brothers  in  interest,  brothers  in  hope,  and  brothers  in  destiny, 
and  their  history  can  not  be  separated,  for  the  history  of  one  is 
the  histoiy  of  the  other. 

There  arc,  doubtless,  many  interesting  incidents  connected 
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with  the  early  settlement  of  the  western  portion  of  the  county, 
but  unfortunately  few  only  have  been  recorded;  and  it  was, 
doubtless,  with  a view  of  supplying  this  omission,  that  the  asso- 
ciation under  whose  auspices  I appear  before  you  to-day  was 
organized.  I shall,  however,  before  I close  my  remarks,  refer 
to  one  or  two  incidents  connected  with  the  settlement  of  the 
western  2:>ortion  of  the  county,  a knowledge  of  which  I have 
obtained  from  history  or  tradition — for  the  ladies  jjresent  will 
bear  me  witness  that  I am  too  young  a man  to  know  much  per- 
sonally of  these  antiquated  events.  There  are  present,  how- 
ever, some  grave  and  reverend  seniors,  who  can  tell  us  much  of 
the  unwritten  history  of  these  western  townships — companions 
of  the  Symmes,  the  Silvers,  the  AVoods,  the  Matsons,  theltitteii- 
houses,  the  Howells,  and  the  Anthonys,  of  Miami;  the  Hughes, 
the  Gerards,  the  Hayes,  the  Millers,  the  Ewings,  the  Mills,  the 
Purcells,  the  Hunts,  and  Haires,  of  Whitewater ; the  Browns, 
the  Halsteads,  the  Hustons,  of  Colerain  ; the  Cones,  the  Dicks, 
and  the  Wakefields,  of  Crosby;  and  a host  of  others,  whose 
mention  would  form  a catalogue  too  long  for  an  occasion  like 
the  present — patriots  all,  and,  livijig  or  dead,  worthy  of  men- 
tion and  remembrance.  I repeat,  that  the  survivors  of  this 
noble  company  of  old  settlers  can  speak  with  more  interest  than 
I can  of  your  particular  history.  I,  for  the  most  part,  must 
treat  of  generalities ; they  can  sjieak  of  particular  events.  I 
can  only  say,  “It  is  thus  written,  or  it  has  so  been  handed 
down  to  me;”  they  can  say,  “All  of  which  I saw,  and  part  of 
which  I was.” 

But,  I proceed  to  speak  of  general  events  connected  with  the 
settlement  of  the  Miami  Valley. 

It  is  recorded  that  the  first  permanent  settlement  on  the 
Miami  purchase  was  made  at  the  mouth  of  the  Little  3[iami,by 
Major  Benjamin  Stites,  with  a party  of  twenty-six  men,  from 
Bed  Stone,  Pennsylvania,  and  that  the  party  landed  at  the 
mouth  of  the  Little  Miami  on  the  18th  day  of  Xovember,  1788. 

History  tells  us  that  the  next  settlement  was  made  at  the 
present  site  of  our  “ (iueen  City” — Cincinnati  — under  the 
auspices  and  proprietorship  of  Denman,  Patterson,  and  Ludlow. 
It  is  a matter  of  no  little  surprise  to  many,  that,  up  to  the  pres- 
ent day,  the  exact  date  of  the  landing  of  these  emigrants  oj>po- 
site  the  mouth  of  the  Licking  should  be  a mooted  question. 
Judge  Burnet,  who  ouglit  to  be  excellent  authority,  says  “ the 
party  under  Denman  and  Patterson  landed  on  tlie  north  bank 
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of  the  Ohio,  opposite  the  mouth  of  Licking,  on  the  2tth  day  of 
December,  1788;”  but  Mr.  McMillan,  one  of  the  party,  and  j 
afterward  a very  prominent  man  in  the  territory,  states,  in  liis 
testimony  in  some  judicial  investigation,  that  he  landed  on  the 
north  bank  of  the  Ohio,  opposite  the  mouth  of  the  Licking, 
on  the  28th  da}-  of  December,  1788.  xYnd  what  is  still  more 
remarkable,  Messrs.  Patterson  and  Ludlow,  of  the  Cincinnati  j 
party,  and  proprietors  of  the  land,  state  in  evidence  in  the  I 
same  suit,  that  they  landed  at  the  present  site  of  Cincinnati  j 
early  in  January,  1789,  but  do  not  name  a particular  day.  j 

These  discrepancies  seem  almost  unaccountable,  and  yet  I do  j 
not  know  that  they  should  excite  our  surprise.  It  is  not  prob-  ] 
able  that  either  of  the  three  gentlemen  test! tying  kept  any  diary  1 
of  events  on  their  passage  down  the  river  from  Jjimestone  j 
(now  Maysville),  or  made  an}’  particular  note  of  the  exact  day  | 
of  their  arrival.  Judge  Burnet,  in  his  “ Notes,”  says:  “The 
Cincinnati  pai'ty,  as  well  as  the  North  Bend  emigrants,  cncoun- 
'tered  great  danger  from  Helds  of  floating  ice  in  their  passage 
down  the  river  ;”  and  we  know  they  were  beset  by  dangers  on 
land.  It  is  not  probable,  therefore,  those  men,  surrounded  by 
perils  by  water  and  perils  by  land,  would  find  much  time  to 
keep  memoranda,  or  indulge  “ currente  calamo."  And  we  can 
readily  imagine,  under  such  circumstances,  how  the  exact  date 
of  their  arrival  may  have  escaped  their  memory. 

The  third  party  of  emigrants,  under  Judge  John  Cleves 
Sy mines,  were  accompanied  from  Limestone  by  a detachment 
of  United  States  troops,  under  the  command  of  a Captain  Kear- 
say,  and  according  to  Judge  Burnet,  landed  at  North  Bend  the 
1st  or  2d  day  of  February,  1789.  I do  not  know  that 
Judge  Sy  mines  left  any  note  or  journal  designating  the  exact 
date  of  the  arrival  of  himself  and  party  at  North  Bend.  If  he 
did  not,  it  affords  another  proof  that  our  pioneer  fathers  were 
more  successful  in  fighting  Indians  and  clearing  up  a new  coun- 
try, than  playing  the  part  of  journalists. 

I rejieat,  that  there  were  three  distinct  settlements  at  this 
time  in  the  Miami  Purchase.  One  at  the  mouth  of  the  Little 
Miami,  under  Major  Stites;  another  at  the  present  site  of  Cin- 
cinnati, under  the  management  of  Denman,  Patterson  and 
Ludlow;  and  a third  at  North  Bend,  with  Judge  Symmes. 

These  separate  little  colonies  nourished  apace,  as  best  they 
could,  surrounded  by  all  the  dangers  and  privations  of  a fron- 
tier life — the  colony  at  North  Bend  (according  to  Judge  Burnet) 
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taking  the  lead  in  niirabers,  and  prosperity.  But,  if  tradition 
be  true,  the  prosperity  of  the  North  Bend  Colony  was  not  so 
well  founded — that  it  could  not  be  retarded,  and  finally  destroy- 
ed, by  the  whimsical  caprice  of  a black-eyed  girl.  This  fair 
resident  of  North  Bend  (whose  name,  I regret  to  say,  neither 
history  nor  tradition  has  given  us)  suddenly  “took  it  into  her 
head”  to  remove  to  the  Cincinnati  settlement.  And  almost  as 
suddenly  the  lieutenant  commanding  the  guard  at  North 
Bend  (who  had  been  sent  to  erect  a block-house  at  that  place, 
with  perhaps  some  discretion  as  to  Cincinnati)  came  to  the 
steadfast  conclusion  that  he  could  not  think  of  damaging  his 
reputation  as  an  engineer  officer  so  much  as  to  build  a fort  at 
the  Bend,  when  Cincinnati  afforded  so  much  more  eligible  a 
position.  AVhat  particular  influence  the  removal  of  the  dark- 
eyed beauty  had  in  brightening  up  the  engineering  qualifica- 
tions of  the  officer  in  command,  liistoiy  does  not  tell  us.  But 
history  does  tell  us,  that  Lieutenant  Luce  removed  his  command 
to  Cincinnati,  and  there  built  his  Fort — there  stands 
“Queen  City.” 

Judge  Symmes  was  much  discouraged  by  the  removal  of  the 
military  from  North  Bend — but  did  not  despair  of  building  up 
a large  city  at  that  place.  But  emigrants  seemed  to  feel,  that 
where  the  troops  Avere,  there  Avas  the  greatest  security — and  as 
the  military  had  folloAved  the  fascinating  belle  to  Cincinnati — 
the  people  concluded  to  folloAV  the  military — and  as  population 
is  an  important  element  in  building  a city,  the  city  of  Symmes 
was  a failure.  It  Avas  not  long  before  the  inhabitants  of  these 
stockade  forts  became  satisfied  that  some  of  them  must  Amnture 
a little  further  into  the  interior,  for  the  purpose  of  clearing  up 
the  little  farms  to  Avhich  the  most  of  them  had  become  enti- 
tled— that  they  might  provide  a partial  subsistence,  at  least,  for 
their  families.  And  for  the  better  protection  of  these  early 
agriculturists  of  the  Valley,  small  stations,  or  block-houses, 
were  built  on  Millcreek.  and  on  the  Biic  Miami.  One  of  these 
stations  Avas  situated  near  the  present  site  of  CumminsAdlle,  and 
was  called  LudloAv  Station.  Another  Avas  built  a little  further 
up  the  creek  by  Captain  Jacob  White,  an  early  and  very  Avorthy 
pioneer.  Another  of  these  stations  Avas  erected  at  Colerain,  on 
the  Big  ^[iami,  and  called  Dunlap’s  Station,  and  ])crhaps  others, 
at  different  points  of  the  Purchase,  Avere  erected — of  Avhich  1 
have  no  account. 
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The  Indians  made  several  attempts  to  destroy  these  small 
outposts,  doubtless  regarding  their  erection  as  strongly  indi- 
cating the  determination  of  the  whites  to  hold  the  country  at  all 
hazards.  The  attack  made  on  the  station  built  and  commanded 
b}"  Captain  White  on  Millcreek,  was  resolute  and  determined — 
but  as  bravely  and  resolutely  resisted  by  the  settlers.  Many  In- 
dians were  killed,  some  of  them  falling  so  near  the  stockade 
as  to  render  tlie  removal  of  the  dead  (as  was  the  custom  of  the 
Indians)  too  dangerous  to  be  undertaken.  Among  these  billen 
savages  was  one  of  such  herculean  size,  as  to  induce  the  inhab- 
itants-of  the  Fort,  says  Judge  Burnet,  “to  believe  that  there 
were  giants  in  those  days.”  This  Goliah  of  an  Indian  is  re- 
ported to  have  been  killed  by  Captain  White  himself,  and  the 
savages  abandoned  the  attack. 

An  attack  was  also  made  on  Dunlap’s  Station  in  the  winter  of 
1790  and  1791.  The  Indians,  in  this  instance,  are  said  to  have 
been  commanded  by  that  celebrated  white  savage,  Simon  Girty, 
and  manifested  great  spirit  and  resolution  in  the  assault — the 
whites  resisting  with  their  usual  skill  and  courage.  But  it 
appears  that  the  Indians  largely  outnumbered  the  garrison. 
It  was  decided,  if  possible,  to  obtain  reinforcement  from  the 
river  settlements.  Captain  John  Wallace  (afterward  a very  ex- 
cellent and  respected  citizen  of  Cincinnati)  was  accordingly 
let  secretly  out  of  the  fort,  and  in  the  darkness  of  night,  and 
surrounded  bj^  savages,  made  his  way  to  the  Miami,  crossed  to- 
the  west  bank  of  the  river  in  a canoe,  and  after  traveling  down 
th(  stream  for  several  miles  he  regained  the  east  bank  by 
swimming,  and  continued  on  his  route  for  the  Cincinnati  set- 
tlement. But  before  he  reached  the  settlement,  he  is  said  to- 
have  met  a considerable  body  of  settlers  going  to  the  relief  of 
the  station.  Captain  Wallace  led  the  party  to  the  fort  the  way 
he  came,  and  found  that  tlie  Indians  had  (in  his  absence)  re- 
tired from  the  siege. 

I am,  of  course,  indebted  to  writers  of  these  times  and  events- 
for  most  of  the  incidents  I have  related.  But  I had  the  plea- 
sure (and  I may  say  honor  of  a personal  accpiaintance  with 
one  of  the  actors  in  the  scenes  I have  just  described,  and  to  the 
credit  of  her  sex  be  it  said,  it  was  a woman.  The  name  of  this 
patriotic  lady,  or  (according  to  Colonel  Benton)  iroman^  was 
Ewing — Mrs.  IMargaret  Ewing.  I regret  I do  not  know  her 
maiden  name — for  she  had  all  the  excellencies  of  a true  Pioneer 
Mother.  Mrs.  Ewing  lost  her  husband  (an  early  pioneer,  fi’om 
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PIONEER  LIFE  AT  NORTH  BEND. 


Pennsylvania)  many  years  before  I had  any  acquaintance  with 
her — and  had  at  that  time  sons  and  dauGrhtcrs  living  at  or  near 
Hamilton,  Butler  county.  At  the  time  of  my  acquaintance 
with  this  lady — she  was  an  inmate  of  my  father’s  family — a 
companion  and  assistant  to  my  mother,  in  the  care  and  man- 
agement of  large  family  of  children,  during  the  absence  of  my 
father  from  home,  in  the  war  of  1812.  Mrs.  Ewing  would  fre- 
quently interest  the  children  of  the  household — (your  speaker 
of  the  number) — with  tales  of  frontier  life,  and  border  suffering. 
These  tales  for  the  most  part  have,  of  course,  passed  from  my 
memory.  But  I remember  distinctl}^  that  this  old  and  patriotic 
lady  often  related  to  me  exciting  events  attending  this  threat- 
ening siege  of  the  little  garrison  at  Dunlap’s  Station — and  with 
what  animation  she  spoke  of  the  rapidity  and  zeal  with  which 
herself  and  other  females  in  the  fort  molded  bullets,  and  carried 
them  to  their  husbands,  fathers,  and  brothers,  to  be  hurled  at 
the  savage  foe.  This  allusion  to  a poor  but  patriotic  woman, 
may  be  regarded  by  some  as  almost  unworthy  the  occasion.  I 
reply,  that  a Avoman  Avho  had  the  heart  to  dare,  and  the  hand 
to  perform  such  services  to  the  cause  of  her  country  and  ciAul- 
ization,  is  Avorth}^  of  mention  and  remembrance  on  any  und  all 
occasions.  I knoAv,  hoAvever,  that  the  Avomen  of  Dunlap  Station 
were  not  the  only  females  Avho  rendered  similar  and  important 
services  in  those  days  of  peril  and  danger — and  I Avish  I had 
the  names  of  all  these  Roman  mothers — I Avould  gladly  and 
proudly  mention  them  all.  Xay,  had  I the  poAver,  I Avould 
inscribe  their  names  on  the  Avails  of  every  female  academy  in 
the  land — that  the  future  Mothers  of  the  Republic,  learning 
the  story  of  their  patriotism,’might  (if  occasion  should  require) 
imitate  their  example. 

I haA’e  alluded  to  the  fact  that  a small  body  of  United  States 
infantry,  under  the  command  of  Captain  Kearsay,  accompanied 
theXorth  Bend  emigrants  from  Maysville.  It  appears  that  this 
command  had  orders  (most  probably  from  General  Ilarmar,  then 
at  Marietta)  to  accompany  the  emigrants  to  Xorth  Bend,  and 
there  occupy  Fort  Finney,  a block-house,  built  in  1785  or  1786, 
near  the  mouth  of  the  Big  Miami.  It  is  stated  by  a historian 
of  those  times,  that  OAving  to  the  great  flood  Avhich  prevailed  in 
the  Ohio,  at  the  time  of  the  arrival  of  the  Xorth  Bend  party, 
Captain  Kearsay  and  his  command  could  not  reach  the  block- 
house at  the  Point — and  there  being  no  quarters  for  the  soldiers 
at  the  Bend — the  ofliccr  in  command  determined  to  continue  on 
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by  water  to  the  Falls  of  the  Ohio — where  there  was  a military 
station.  After  the  departure  of  Capt.  K.  and  his  detachment 
of  troops,  Judge  Symmes  wrote  to  the  commanding  officer  at 
the  Falls,  informing  him  of  the  defenseless  condition  of  the  set- 
tlers, and  a lieutenant  with  sixteen  rank  and  file,  were  imme- 
diately detailed  to  proceed  to  North  Bend  for  the  protection  of 
the  settlers.  This  lieutenant  was,  doubtless,  the  same  officer 
whose  prcdeliction  for  Cincinnati  (under  certain  circumstances) 

I have  alread}^  mentioned. 

I have  said  that  the  command  that  accompanied  Judge 
Symmes  to  North  Bend  had  been  ordered  to  occupy  “ Fort 
Finney  ; ” and  as  there  are  doubtless  man}"  in  this  assembly  who 
have  often  passed  the  site  of  this  old  military  post  witliout 
knowing  its  exact  locality,  or,  perhaps,  its  connection  with  im- 
portant events  in  the  history  of  the  West,  it  is  worthy  a more 
jiarticular  notice.  Fort  Finney  stood  on  the  west  bank  of  a 
email  creek  emptying  itself  into  the  Ohio  Eiver,  about  three 
quarters  of  a mile  above  the  present  mouth  of  the  ^liami,  and 
near  the  mouth  of  the  creek.  This  rude  fort,  built  in  1785,  or 
very  early  in  1786,  was  rendered  somewhat  famous  in  the  early 
settlement  of  the  country,  as  the  place  where  the  distinguished 
and  gallant  General  George  Boger  Clark  held  a treaty  with 
several  tribes  of  Indians  in  1786,  and  on  which  occasion  he  dis- 
played, in  a remarkable  manner,  that  cool  intrepidity  of  charac- 
ter and  reeklesness  of  danger  for  which  he  was  so  distinguished. 

The  Commissioners  at  this  treaty,  on  the  part  of  the  United 
States,  were  General  Clark,  Hon.  Samuel  Parsons,  and  Eichard 
Butler,  Esq.  The  Indians  attending  this  treaty  were  principally 
Shawnees,  Delawares,  and  Wyandottes.  These  Indians,  having 
assembled  near  the  fort,  came  into  the  council-room  Avith  a bold 
and  insolent  bearing,  Avhich  did  not  escape  the  eagle  eye  of  Gen- 
oral  Clark.  The  object  of  the  treaty  was  explained  to  them  by  the 
principal  Commissioner,  General  Clark,  according  to  Judge 
James  Hall,  of  Cincinnati,  in  these  Avords  : “ We  haA^e  been  sent 
by  the  President  of  the  United  States  to  offer  peace  to  the  ShaAv- 
nees.  The  President  does  not  Avant  to  continue  the  Avar.  He  has 
no  resentments  to  gratify,”  etc.  A chief  arose,  drew  up  his  tall 
figure  to  its  full  hight  and,  Avith  a dcliant  air,  stalked  to  the 
table  before  the  commissioners,  and  thrcAv  upon  it  tAvo  belts  of 
wampum,  at  the  same  time  exclaiming:  “Wo  come  to  offer 
you  tAvo  l)elts  of  Avamjuim.  They  are  of  different  colors.  You 
know  Avhat  they  mean:  take  Avhich  you  choose;”  and 
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turning  on  his  heel,  resumed  his  seat.  The  Indians  evi- 
dently felt  that  they  had  hurled  defiance  in  the  teeth  of  the 
white  men.  Clark  satj  apparently  undisturbed,  until  the  chief 
had  resumed  his  seat,  and  then  (with  a small  cane  which  he  held 
in  his  hands)  he  reached  playfully  for  the  war  belt,  and  drew  it 
to  him ; then,  entangling  the  end  of  the  cane  in  the  fringes  of 
the  belt,  he  suddenly  hurled  it  in  the  midst  of  tire  chiefs.  The 
Indians  and  whites  simultaneously  sprang  to  their  feet.  Clark, 
eyeing  the  Indians  with  a fierce  glance,  raised  his  arm,  and, 
pointing  to  the  door,  said;  “ Dogs,  you  may  go  ! ” The  Indians 
hesitated  a moment,  and  then  rushed  out  of  the  council-room, 
doubtless  believing,  from  the  cool  and  collected  manner  of  Gen- 
eral Clark,  that  reinforcements  were  near  at  hand,  and  conse- 
quently they  were  afraid  to  attack  the  garrison.  The  Indians 
spent  the  night  in  the  vicinity  of  the  fort,  in  excited  debate  as 
to  peace  or  war.  The  peace  party  at  length  prevailed,  and  the 
next  morning  the  Indians  sued  for  peace.  The  number  of 
whites  present  in  the  fort  is  represented  to  have  been  about  sev- 
enty, the  Indians  numbering  three  or  four  hundred. 

The  remains  of  this  old  block-house  may  still  be  seen  in  the 
south-east  corner  of  the  farm  on  which  I now  reside. 

As  we  are  atthe  Point  — in  imagination,  at  least — I will  relate 
another  event  connected  with  the  early  settlement  of  this  part 
of  the  Purchase,  and  the  death  of  an  early  settler.  A party  of 
men  residing  at  the  “Point”  (mouth  of  Big  Miami)  were 
returning  from  a small  mill  nearXorth  Bend,  and,  with  one  ex- 
ception, stopped  at  the  old  log-house,  lately  occupied  by  Andrew 
McDonald,  where  a tavern  was  then  kept ; and  as  this  was  be- 
fore the  days  of  temperance  societies,  it  is  a very  fair  inference 
that  they  stop^^ed  to  “take  a drink.”  One  man  (Demoss)  more 
tenii^erate,  perhaps,  than  his  fellows,  continued  on  his  way  up 
the  hill — the  trace  to  the  Point  then  running  over  the  hill,  near 
the  old  grave-yard,  and  on  the  bluft'  of  the  ridge.  The  revel- 
ers had  hardly  time  to  accomplish  the  object  of  their  stop  before 
the  report  of  a rifle  was  heard  on  the  hill.  The  party  at  the 
tavern,  supposing  it  was  only  an  intimation  from  their  more 
sober  companion  to  cease  their  revels  and  continue  their  way 
homo,  rushed  out  of  the  house,  and,  with  a wild  whoop,  mounted 
their  horses,  and  rode  up  the  hill.  But  what  must  have  been 
the  horror  of  the  party,  on  arriving  at  the  crown  of  the  hill,  to 
find  their  companion  dead,  and  weltering  in  his  blood.  The  un- 
discharged rifle  of  Domoss,and  the  missing  meal-bag,  too  plainly 
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explained  the  manner  and  cause  of  his  death.  Pursuit  wasim-| 
mediately  given,  in  a north-westerly  direction,  and  the  meiihj 
but  not  the  Indian,  found.  The  Indian,  in  order  to  save  his  own! 
life,  had  dropped  that  which  had  evidently  incited  him  to  com-l 
mit  the  murder.  j 

This  tale  of  Indian  murder  has  always  had  a peculiar  personal  i 
interest  to  me.  My  mother,  then  unmarried,  and  living  with  i 
her  father.  Judge  vSymmes,  at  Xorth  Bend,  had  been  on  a riding  I 
excursion  (horseback,  of  course)  to  the  Point,  the  very  after-  i, 
noon  of  this  murder,  and  has  often  told  me  that  the  horses  of' 
her  party  were  still  at  the  door,  after  their  return,  when  the  ! 
fatal  shot,  that  killed  Demoss,  was  plainly  heard.  My  mother 
was  alwa^^s  under  the  impression  that  the  Indian  saw  her  party 
pass,  but  that  breads  rather  than  blood,  was  the  object  of  the 
murderer. 

Occasional  cases  of  Indian  murder,  and  fi-equent  cases  of 
horse-stealing,  continued  for  several  years  in  the  settlements  of 
the  Purchase.  But  the  influx  of  population  at  last  became  so 
strong  that  the  Indian  was  forced  to  give  up  the  unequal  con- 
test. The  treaty  of  Greenville,  held  by  General  '\Va3me,  witli 
all  the  North-Western  tribes  of  Indians,  put  a stop  to  Indian 
depredations,  and  the  settler  retired  to  his  cabin  at  night  with 
perfect  assurance  that  there  was  no  enemy  to  “molest,  or  make 
him  afraid.”  The  reliable  rifle  rested  on  wooden  hooks  from  the 
smoked  joists  of  the  cabin,  and  the  buck  and  the  bear  were  its 
only  victims. 

I do  not  propose  to  detain  this  patient  and  respectful  audience 
with  any  statistical  account  of  the  rapidit}^  with  which  these 
infant  coloilies  became  important  parts  of  a great  and  floiirisli- 
ing  territory.  The  ordinance  of  1787  had  declared  that  no  ser- 
vile step  should  ever  pollute  the  rich  and  virgin  soil  of  the 
North-Western  territory;  and,  in  the  opinion  of  your  speaker, 
hence  has  sprung  our  wealth,  pov/er,  and  population.  The  hare.^- 
and  enterprising  sons  of  toil  found  in  Ohio,  and  particularly  in 
the  Valley  of  the  Miamis.  all  that  was  desirable  in  soil,  climate, 
religion,  and  laws,  and  flocked  in  thousands  to  this  oi)ening  Kl 
Dorado  of  the  West.  Nor  was  it  long  betbre  the  educated  and 
refined  scholar  of  the  East  turned  his  attention  to  these  We>(- 
ern  wilds,  as  offering  a broad  i-oad  to  wealth  and  distinct io;n 
With  what  success  these  enterprising  sons  of  New  England  have 
improved  these  oj)])ortunities,  we  have  every-da}'  evidence. 
Trained  to  habits  of  industry,  frugalitjq  and  economy,  they  have 
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generally  outstripped  the  natives  of  the  A\’"est  in  the  acquire- 
ment of  wealth  and  position.  And  to  this  there  should  be  no 
objection.  Ohio  is  a free  manor f and  there  is  no  restriction 
on  genius  or  enterprise.  But  we  may  say,  without  ofibnse,  to 
these  prosperous,  fair-weather  emigrants,  that  while  they  re- 
member with  proper  reverence  their  Puritan  fathers,  they  should 
not  forget  the  memory  and  services  of  those  brave  men  who 
macadamized  with  their  blood  the  highway  to  this  land  of  “milk 
and  honey.” 

Gentlemen  of  the  Pioneer  Association,  I can  not  close  these 
remarks  without  expressing  to  you,  as  an  association,  my  high 
appreciation  of  the  objects  and  aim  of  your  society,  and  how 
sincerely  I wish  you  success  in  your  laudable  cllbrts  to  rescue, 
from  the  tomb  of  forgetfulness,  interesting  incidents  of  facts, 
and  of  character,  connected  with  the  early  settlement  of  this 
beautiful  valley. 

The  most  of  you  are  descendants  of  the  very  men  to  whose 
bravery  and  daring  we  are  indebted  to-day  for  happy  homes  and 
peaceful  firesides  ; and  it  is  j^our  duty,  gentlemen,  to  preserve  the 
good  name  and  fame  of  these  worthy  ancestors,  with  even  more 
assiduity  and  care  than  you  keep  the  worldly  inheritance  they 
ma}’  have  left  you.  Your  fathers  are  not  here  to  speak  for 
themselves,  and  you,  their  descendants,  should  vindicate  their 
virtues  and  services. 

Thousands  are  reaping  the  golden  harvest  sowed  by  your 
fathers,  but  there  are  few  “who  return  to  give  thanks.”  Let  it 
be  your  duty  to  remedy  this  neglect  and  vrong,  by  giving  to 
ignorant  and  prejudiced  minds  the  light  of  historical  truth. 
But  the  development  of  these  truths  can  not  be  accomplished  in 
a day.  The  miner  does  not  hope  to  lay  his  hand  at  once  on  the 
glittering  treasures  of  the  mine:  he  knows  much  that  is  value- 
less has  to  be  removed,  before  the  precious  ore  is  revealed.  So 
you,  gentlemen,  in  your  researches  after  the  buried  gems  of 
Western  history,  will  find  much  that  is  worthless;  but  persevere 
— the  gold  will  be  found  at  last. 
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